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Introduction:

This exam series is the first of the new specification. In general, there are no changes
to the question’s styles from legacy to reformed specification except for questions 4,
8 and 9 in component where the students were expected to be well-versed in
language rhetoric, structural linguistic and literary analysis.

General:
The content and the structure of the question paper has a few changes:

e In the new specification the question paper consists of two parts - the text
booklet and the answer booklet.

e The reformed paper comprises of three sections just like the legacy one, but
there are a few changes in the content of each section and in the allocation of
marks. The marks which were allocated for part 1 is 51 marks.

Part one of this paper in the reformed specification has nine questions based on two
unseen passages. Questions 1 to 4 are based on the first text; questions 5 to 8 are
based on the second text and question 9 is desighed to require the students to
compare between the two texts. The allocation of marks for these questions are as
follows:

Questions 1 & 5 - 1 mark each.
Questions 2 & 6 - 2 marks each.
Questions 3 & 7 - 4 marks each.
Questions 4 & 8 - 10 marks each.
Question 9 - 15 marks.

Questions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7 are comprehension questions targeting students of all
abilities.

Questions 4 & 8 have identical rubrics, except that each is based on a different text.
These questions require the students to apply rhetoric and literary analysis to the
texts. These two questions are completely new to students.

Question 9 requires the students to apply literary and rhetorical analysis to compare
between the texts. Again, this is new and was not covered by their syllabus when
preparing to take the legacy exam.



Part 2 of this paper consists of one text, and the students are required to summarise
it. There are 6 marks allocated to this section. Although the total time allocated to
this paper is two hours and 15 minutes, students on page 11 in the new specification,
were expected and advised to spend half an hour answering it.

Part 3 is the grammar section and this part consists of four questions. They are
comparable to the four grammar questions in the legacy specification with regard to
their level of demand.

Comments on Individual Questions:

Q1- Great majority of students found question 1 easy and straightforward and
they achieved full marks, however, very few of them seemed to mix their
answers up with why hospitality was important to Arabs and how Arabs honour
their guests.

Q2- Most students were able to answer question 2. They were keen to take
some evidence from the text and were able to link that to their answers. Few
of them were getting the evidence but failed to get the right answer or vice
versa.

Q3a- Some students answered this question in depth and succeeded in finding
iy Y Capall e cang 1) 48V Jsal |, they mentioned the reasons behind these
principals. A large proportion of students have been repetitive, specifically the
second point Which is (e b ot ¥ \ G535 @a¥1slath ¥y sasan saaiy of 4l oy ¥ Canall )
s ¢ I ) and scored 1 out of 2 marks.

Q3b-The majority of students answered this question successfully and found
the relevant evidence from the text such as: - the guest should ask permission
to leave his host -express his regret to leave. Some students were able to find
evidence from the text but were not able to express the meanings with their
own words, so they copied a few lines from the main text without analysis or
comments.

Q4- This was among the most demanding questions that most students scored
less than 50% in. The question was about the use of sentences and words in
the text, as it is the first exam in style of writing 434 that requires a high level
of proficiency in the knowledge of the language. Most students struggled to
identify the different styles of writing used by the author. A majority of
students were confused between different styles used in the text and were
naming 43 llud) by the wrong terms such as Uaal LS sl ka1 iy sl
aal il g @ldall cpng il g asd) G el 3 Al

O Ao gana ES) Mg allaatind Sl S35 Gaill 230 Jaladll 8 Zallall Ja S35 3 ladud) s AU o I
e Lo ey gaill e mmia S Ll 0o 223 ale 3 b ghia e Gilagles (ape & Akl
Al satuall cals Hall,

Q5- All students were able to score highly in this question as it was
straightforward and easy (one word only answer was required).



Q6- Most students understood the text very well, answered the question using
their own words and proved their points by selecting the right evidence from
the text. A few students added the importance of tourism and its impact on
traditional industries and peoples' culture; however the question was about
the link between tradition and culture and not about anything else.

Q 7a- The majority of students were able to find the link between traditional
industry and the impact on the economy of the country as it helps to create
more employment opportunities and increases people’s income

Q7b-The text was clear and easy to understand by many students and hence
most of them answered this question in depth and explained the reason why
some people were called after the jobs they were practicing in the past.
Evidence from the text were obvious and straightforward.

Q8- Question 8 was very similar to question 4 as its main purpose is to
explain the style of writing used by the author to emphasise on the need to
pay attention to traditional industry. Many students summarised the main text
whilst others struggled to identify the different styles the writer used in the
text. Few students were able to score 50 to 60% the rest scored between 3 to
4 out of 10. Again, it was noticed that the question challenged the students’
level and knowledge as AUSl cullul 48 jaad dapaall 4 jall Aalll 8 bl 40 ally 4230 e
ARl Jlexinl 5 agh A Ae) ys g OMal Ao allaly gl s 45 5lia s )8 (e

Q9- Question 9 was the most demanding as it involved rhetorical comparison
between two different texts. Most students wrote a summary and compared
between the two. Few and more able students tried their best to set a
comparison between the styles used in the two texts and looked for similarities
and differences in the use of language <<, LAY Jleinl, sentences structures
deall 81 55, the use of tenses i)Y Juainl, and el clivadls e300 LY, However,
a group of them made errors due to the difficulty of rhetorical comparison and
the limited abilities of students to analyse highly complex texts.

Section 2: Summarize

Q10- This question required knowledge, deep understanding of the text and
rich language to write the summary. Most students answered this question
with no difficulties. The text itself was interesting and current. Many of the
students used their own methodology to summarize the text and made a
pleasant read. The use of language was very successful.

Section 3: Grammar

Q11- Most students were able to score high in this part of the exam apart the
Q10 a) many students got wrong («s=aidl xaall)

Q12- Most students were able to answer the grammar questions and
correctly used nouns, verbs and numbers according to their positions in the
sentences however, many errors were noticed.



The main errors were in
2 Osn il il e Jie A e S sl g
Q13- Parsing <! <!

Most students showed a good understanding, identification of words and their
roles in sentences.

Q14- Generally, the responses were good for this question. Some students
had difficulty to apply the grammatical rules in the entire sentence or
rewarding parts of the it end up losing marks as they wrote:

ey chag Je b

instead of

iy glag e by

Ostany () smigall eV 30 J) ol

instead of

U)L“"ﬁ \)S\JL« u}um@_.d\ GY}% ......

Advice to centres:

Centres are advised to remind the students to write clearly and to write in
black pen.

Students should be informed that the marking is done electronically, so they
should answer the questions in the allocated space. Some students have
answered question 8 in the space of question 9 and vice versa and that has
affected the marking procedure.

Centres should inform their students that they do not answer in the transcript
booklet as it will be not scanned for marking.

Centres are also reminded to use past papers, mark scheme and examiner’s
reports.

Paying attention to rubric is strongly recommended.

Centres should inform their students to show a clear understanding of question
2, question 3b, question 6, and question 7b. The quotation should be clear
through the use of the quotation sign “”.
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